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Lesson 11 Expressing earliness with "jiu": Subj. +
Time + i + Verb

In this lesson, we will focus on the grammatical structure of "Subj. + Time + f} (jiu) + [Verb]" and how
to use it to express earliness. We will explore the meaning of "jiu", its usage, and how to sequence
events in time using this structure. We will also learn how to express dates and attitudes using this
grammar point.

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

» Understand the meaning of "Subj. + Time + & (jiu) + [Verb]" and its usage.
» Build basic sentences with this grammatical structure.

e Express earliness with "jiu".

e Sequence events in time.

» Express date and attitude using this grammar point.

Let's dive in now @ !

Overview

"Subj. + Time + Ff (jiu) + [Verb]" is a structure used to indicate earliness or promptness in performing
an action or event. The word "#f (jiu)" implies that the subject is doing something as soon as
possible, or at an earlier time than expected.

Examples

o L LEME, (wdma shangijiu lai.) - I'll be there soon.

o WK T . (ta gi dian zhong jiu gi chuang le.) - She got up at 7 o'clock sharp.

o HAMERME L+ _SMAER T, (Wb men zud tian wan shang shi ér didn jiu shui jido le.) - We
went to bed at 12 o'clock last night already.



Workbook

Practice 1

Translate the following sentences into Chinese:

1. I will leave for the airport immediately.
2. They arrived at the hotel before noon.
3. We cleaned the house before the party.

Practice 2

Use "R (jiu)" to sequence two events in time and create a sentence such as:
"l went to the gym as soon as | finished work."

Practice 3

Express the following times and dates using " (jiu)":

1. Next Monday
2. 8:00 a.m.
3. After school

Answer 1
1. S EFMHE A ENT, (WO mé shang jiu chi fa qu ji chang.)
2. 1P F ZBIFEI 738EE . (t3 men zhong wi zht gian jit dao le jit dian.)
3. BNERSZEIMITIHTREF. (Wd men zai ju hui zhi gian jiu da sdo le fang zi.)
Answer 2
BT ERERET .. (wd xia ban jiu qu jian shén fang le.)
Answer 3

1. FTEA—EMABIIET . (xia zhou yT wd jiu kai shi gong zud le.)
2. BB E/\SFEIFERT . (WO zao shang ba dian jit dao xué xido le.)
3. MFEZEHRMEELET, (fang xué zhi hdu wé jill yao qu chao shi.)



Conclusion

Congratulations! You have learned how to use "Subj. + Time + T (jiu) + [Verb]" to express earliness,
sequence events in time, and express date and attitude. Keep practicing and incorporating this
grammatical structure into your Chinese conversations. It will greatly enhance your communication

skills. A03M! (jiaydu) - Keep up the good work! %



